SPACE FLORIDA

SPACE INFRASTRUCTURE AUTHORITY FOR FDOT
LEGISLATIVE TALKING POINTS

Space Florida Requests the Florida Legislature Pass HB97 and SB634

Bill gives FDOT proper alignment as to space infrastructure

BACKGROUND

e Currently the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) uses the aviation statute (ch
206 & 212) as guidance for space related projects

e Space Florida was provided $16 million in 2011 through FDOT for infrastructure project.
The use of this funding is limited to aviation definitions, which does not encompass all of
what the space industry needs

e The clear definition of spaceport infrastructure is critical to fulfilling the economic
development needs of Florida’s space industry and thus creating jobs at what is a critical
juncture

e Senator Latvala, on behalf of Space Florida, filed an amendment to the 2011
transportation bill that defined “launch support facilities” within FDOT’s statute

e The 2011 Transportation bill did not pass so there is a need to revisit this important issue

LEGISLATION
e Sponsored by Senator Benacquisto and Representative Workman
e FDOT has provided guidance on language and is in support

e Specifically defines what FDOT infrastructure funding can be spent on in the space
industry

0 The bill does so by altering chapter 331.303 (Space Florida) to reflect appropriate
spaceport infrastructure

e Legislation would allow for infrastructure funds to be spent on applicable space projects
included in Space Florida master plan

RECOMMENDATION

e Space Florida asks that the Florida Legislature pass HB97 & SB634 into law giving
proper guidance to FDOT for critical infrastructure in the space industry
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